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Hein EK ' 0.3: 


God who at ſundry times , and in divers 
manners ſpake in time paſt unto the Fa- 
tbers by the Prophets, bath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by bis Son, &C, 


REI, N theſe words we have ( as Thavye 


before ſhewed) 


=eprs 1, A deſcription of Revela- 
a tion, 'tis God's ſpeaking, or de- 

6,099 claring)his Will to Mankind. 
2. The Cerrainty of that Revelation, tis by 
way of Declaration, God who at ſundry times, 8&C. 


[pake, 
3. The Order obſerved in that Revelation, 


2s to Time, Manner,, and Perſons; In time 
paſt by the Prophets, and in the laſt days by his 
Son. 


4. The Perfe&ion and Completion. of - all, . 
'tis iu theſe laſt days by his Son. 


A 3 It's 


OF" 


ow - AS44 + oa. _ 
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The Goal Was p Revelan, ; 


It's the Third chat I am at this time to enter 


upon; Vic ,* 1 ky 


The Order obſerved in that Revelation, Wc. 

Where, according tothe Method laid down ig 
the eginning of theſe LeQures, _ 
©. 1, Tam to conſider the ſeveral 'ways by*which 
God did reveal himſelf in time. paſt by the Prophets ; 
as by Inſpirations, Viſions, Cc, .. 

2. | am to ſhew the difference between Divine 
Inſpirations on one hand, and Diabolical Illufi- 
ons, .Natural [mpreſſions, and Deluſory Imagi- 
nations on the other. 

3. I amto conſider the ſeveral Periods of Di- 
vine Revelation , before the Law , under the 
Law, and under the Goſpel; and the gradual 
Progreſs of ic from firſt ro laſt, from the lower 


to the higher degree, . and the perpetual reſpect 
one had to the other. 


4. Iamtoſhew why God did thus gradually, 
and at ſundry times, proceed in revealing hisWi1kl to 
Mankind,-and not atfirſt as fully and Pony as 
by " Son, 

. I am to conſider the ſeveral Ways by 
"kick God id reveal' himſelf in titie paſt 
by the Prophets. 

When we are treating of Revelation , we 
ate to conſider that ic is like Light, to be 


known 
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known by .it, lelf,; and that the. beſt way there» 
fore is to take the Scripture it ſelf for our Guide 
in. the matters belonging thereunto ; withour 
which, how, Learnedly ſoever men may di- 
ſcourſe upon this; Argument, 'tis to as little pur 
pole as if we ſhould go about to compile a Hi- 
ſtory of the Invifible World, and of all the 
Tranſactions in it . from time to time, which 
we have no; Converſation nor. Acquaintance 
with. | | 

We ſee how Vain ( though Ingenious) the 
Attempts . of many. Inquilitive Perſons have 
been, notwithſtanding the Improvements by 


Teleſcopes, exc. for their afliſtance, to give us 


any tolerable Account of the Solar and: Lunary 
Worlds ; and after much and indefatigable Pains, 


they. are.not able.to ſay this is Land , and that: 


Water; or whether neither of the two. 

And we talk as much at random, when we 
leave the beaten Track of Scripture, and think 
to find out by our own Reaſon what. we muſt 
underſtand by Revelation alone. We can on- 
ly think and diſcourſe of ſych Subjefts, as we 
keep that Clue in, our hand ; and therefore 
laying aſide all manner of Conje&tures, and 


the Speculations of the Jewiſh or Chriſtian Rab- 


bies upon the Argument in band, I ſhall. 
| ſolely: 
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ſolely keep my felt ro the 'Rule of - Scri- 
ture. a PO 

All I pretend, is to compare Scripture with 

ic ſelf, and co try if by putting theſe things 

together:, and laying them in'order;, I can 


.contribuite any thing tothe Explication of ſo ob- 


{cure and intricate an Argument. | 
Thereate ſeveral Terms made uſe of in Scri- 


pture with reference to”this Subje&t, and for 


the ſignification of the way by which God did 
reveal and make himſelf known to Mankind ; 
and' they are, H/piration, F'iſiog, Dreams , and 
Viices. T1 nas 

1. Hiſpiration, So Job | 32. 8. ] ſaith, The in- 


ſpiration of the Almighty gave them | men *] under- 


' * " a PEREITY | 

Arg the Scripture is ſaid to baye been given 
by Inſpiration of God, n Tim. 3. 16. { 

Now it ſeems to be called Inſpiration, be- 
cauſeit is inſenſibly communicated and breathed 
as it were into the Sonl, as the Soul was into the 
Body ; to which the Phraſe in Job has a plain re- 
ference, whete che ſame ward 2w2 'is uſed , 
which is uſed Gen. 2. 7.' when God is (aid to 
breathe into Adam the breath of life : And by which 
term it is properly and evidently diſtinguiſhed 


from all the other Species of Divine Commu- 


nications. 
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nications. For all the reft are ſenſible ways, 
whether by Repreſentation, as Viſions or 
Dreams; or by Action, as Voices ; but this comes 
as Life came into the Body, or Air comes into 
the Lungs, without any ſuch kind of Perception 
or Senſation. 

Now there is a Threefold Inſpiration ; 

(1.) That which is purely Natural : So 'is 
ſaid of God, who hath put wiſdom into the inward 
parts, Job 38..16. And he is ſaid to inſtruft the 
plowman to diſcretim, Ia. 28. 26. This is no 
other than a Diſpoſicion infuſed, and connatural 
with the Soul it ſelf ; and that afterward in pro- 
cels of time ripens,” and comes to bea Power or 
Principle, and even a Habir, by action and ob- 
leryation, 

(2.) There is a Providential Inſpiration ; when 
God by fome After-A&t of his Providence, and 
for fome ſpecial Service, doth either give Lifeto 
ſuch a Natural Power and Inherent Diſpoſition, 
or elſe infuſcs a new Diſpolition or Power into 
the Soul. This ſeems to bave been the Caſe of 
Bezaleel, and Aholiab, and others, into whom God 
is ſaid to have put wiſdom and underſtanding, to 
know how to work all manner of Work; and yer 


of the fame perſons 'tis ſaid;whole Leart ſtirred them 


up, Exod. 32.1, 2, Thatis, God did chule them 
| B 


out, 
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Cic. |. 2. 
de Nat. 
Deor, 


out, as being of themſelves well diſpoſed and 
ficted for that Employment, and after an Extra- 
ordinary Manner, and by a Supernatural Afiſt- 
ance qualified them further for it. And from the 
Conſideration of the difference between Men 
and Men, and indeed between a Man and him- 
ſelf, when from ſome imperceptible beginning 
he comes to advance beyond others, and even 
beyond himlelf in Knowledge, Wiſdom , and 
Succels, the World has been inclin'd to thiok 
there was ſomewhat of a peculiar Inſpiration in it. 
Whence that Saying of the Heathen Orator, 
Nemo Vir Magnus ſme afflatu Divino unquam fuit : 
No oneevercame to be a Great Man, or attained 
to any extraordinary Eminence in Knowledge or 
Skill, but by a Divine Illumination. 

(3.) There is an Inſpiration purely Supernatu- 
ral ; that is immediately , wholly, and only 
from God. Of this fort is that Divine Influx 
commonly known by the term of Regeneration , 
when God ſo changes the Heart by the Powerful 
Operation of his Holy Spirit, that it's ſaid to be. 
New, Exek. 36. 26. 

But that which is more to our purpoſe, is when 
God in Daniel's Phraſe, chap. 2. 22. revealeth the 
deep and ſecret things, and doth communicate his 
Will, fo that the Perſon conceives, and thinks, 

{ RO ode RS LE and 
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and as, as the Divine Power would have him 
conceive, think, and act. 

[t being here, as with the Soul in the Body, 
which is che Principle .of all Vital Motion ; for 
though the Body be in' its contrivance admirably 
adapted for all Offices to which the Organs of ir 
are to ſerve, if there were a Soul in it; yer it is 
the Soul that muſt make the Eye to ſee, and the 
Foot to move, arid the Tongue to ſpeak, or elſe 
there will be no Sight, Motion, nor Speech, 

So it is here in Divine laſpiration of this ſort, 
where the Spirit of God is to the Soul, what the 
Soul is to the Body, and muſt make all thoſe 
Impreſſions upon it, muſt infuſe the Power of 
conceiving and thinking , or rather thoſe Con- 
ceptions and Thoughts, thoſe Notions and 
Ideas of Things, nay, that Matter, So that 
the Perſon Inſpired doth not think his own 
Thoughts, nor order his own Conceptions, nor 
form his own Notions, nor uſe his @wn Words 
( where theſe are Inſpired) as far as he is Inſpi- 
red, Not that his Reaſon is not in operation, 
(as it is in Raptures, Viſions, and Dreams , 
where the Rational Powers are bound up as it 
were by Sleep for the preſent ), but that theſe In- 
fultons proceeding not from any Reaſoning in 
themſelves, but from an External and Superna- 

B 2 rural 
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tural Cauſe, it is by that Cauſe determined to 
the Mactter that is Inſpired. 

As a Prompter doth ſuggeſt the Matter; or 
dictate the Words to the Interpreter he makes 
ule of ; which are not to be eſteemed the Words 
or Thoughts of the Interpreter, but of the Sug- 
oeſter, As our Saviour ſaith ro his Diſciples, 
When they deliver you up, take no thought how or what 
Je ſhall ſpeak ; for it ſhall be given you in that ſame 
hour what ye ſhall ſpeak : For it is not ye that ſpeak, bus 
the Spirit of the Father which ſpeaketh in you. Matth. 
10. 19, 10. 

Now as it was the Spirit of God ſpeaking in 
them}, that did in that caſe diQtate and guide 
them in all they ſaid, ſo that they ſpake with 
ſuch Authority and Ability, ſuch Wiſdom and 
Elocution, without any Premeditation, as all 
their Adverſaries were not ableto painſay or reſiſt; 
Luke 21. 15.; (as we find in the Inſtance of 
St. Stephen, ACts 6. 10.) 

So it was after the ſame manner that the Divine 
Spirit did breathe upon the mind ( as our Saviour 
on the Apoſtles in an external way, the fignifica- 
tion of the internal, /Jobn 20. 22.) ina way im+ 
perceptible; and did fo infinuate it lelf, that ic be- 
came; as jt were, one Spirit with theirs, and they 
thought as. the Spirit diſpos'd them to think, as 

well 
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well as ſpake as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 

2. 4+ This was thinking and ſpeaking by Inſpi- pg, 
ration : And this being the moſt eminent way of 16. 25, 
God's communicating his Will co "Mankind, is 2? 

R l a al. r, 
call'd Revelation in the New Teſtament eſpe- 2. 
cially, it being immediate, without the interven- 1 Corz. 
tion of Viſions, 'or Extafies, or Voices, or any Epheſ.s. 
other means than it lelf ; and this was the way 3, 5,6: 


1 The(, 


by which the Apoſtles received their Revelation, | © 
called a Revealing by the Spirit. 

2. Another way by which God revealed him- 
ſelf, was Viſion, or Sight. This was ſo com- 
mon, that all the ways of Revelation are ſome- 
times ſet forth by this term. 

" A Viſion is the Repreſentation of an ObjeR, 
as.in a Glaſs which places the Viſage before us ; 
and by which .we have as clear a view of the 
things thus repreſented, as if they were the things 
themlelves, and not the Images or appearances of - 
caem. 

And therefore though the external ſenſes are 
herein bound up, and, as it were, laid aſleep in 
a Trance; yet the things preſented at thattime 
tothe imagination,.. and intended-asa Reyelation 
of ſomething to happen.or to be done, are as 
plain, and evident, as ſenſible ObjeRs that 


lie open to the ſent, Thus Balaam delcribes it , 
| as 


— 
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as to himſelf, who ſaw the viſion of the 4lmizhty, 
falling into a trance, but having his eyes open, Numb. 
24. 16. that is, though he had not the exerciſe 
of his outward ſenſes; and ſo his eyes wete of 
no more uſe to him when open than it they 
were ſhut, yet he evidently ſaw whatever was 
As 22, preſented to his mind. Thus St. Paul as clearly 
17,15. {aw our Saviour by a Repreſentation or Viſion, 
4. c. 35, When he was in a Trance in the Temple, as he 
13 (did when heactually and viſibly appear'd to him 
7 Y 2 at Mid-day on the way to Damaſcus. 
[n this caſe things imaginary are as if they were 
real, remote as if they were near, future as if 
preſent, and ſecret as if open; that is, whar 
ſight, preſence, and knowledge is to us in things 
ſenſible when we are awake, and have the full 
exerciſe of our outward ſenſes; that is Viſton to 
theViſftonaries, to ſuch as are in an Extaly. 
This will be farther illuſtrated by a refletion 
upon theſe. leveral particulars; to which (if 1 
miſtake not) all the inſtances of this kind may 
be reduced. 
As 
1. In: Viſion things imaginary and in- 
ternal are repreſented as evidently as if 
they were real and external. Thus much 
As 12-35 intimated in the caſe of St. Peter; of 
of | | whom 


ct 
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whom 'tis ſaid, whenthe Angel ſmote-him, and 
the chains fell off from his hands; be wiſt not that- 
it was true which was done by the angel, but thought he 
ſaw a viſion. From whence it follows, that all 
this ( which he found to be real when he came- 
to himlelf ) might have been repreſented: 
by way of Viſion ; and things thereby repre- 
fented are as evidently propoſed to the Mind, as 
outward Objects can be to the Eye. Thus ic 
was with the ſame Apoſtle when he fell into a 
Trance, and ſaw heaven opened, and a certain-veſſel 
deſcending unto him, as it had Leen a great ſheet, knit 
at the four corners, and let down to the earth ; wherein 
were all manner of four-forted beaſts of the earth, &Cc. 
As 10. 10, &c, Of this kind of Viſion, were Jcrem-- 


Feremial's wezring a linnen Girdle, and his hiding '3-*:C* + 


it afterwards in a hole by Eupbrates ; and his ta» I 


king a cup of fury at the Lord's-hand,” and cau- 
ſing all Nations to drink of it, Of the ſame 


kind were Ezekiel's eating of the Roll, histypical pg, a... 


laying Siege to Jeruſalem, and an hundred things 3: 4 5- 

morein that and other Prophetical Books. _ 
In which caſes, when the things repreſented 

are wholly imaginary, and never exiſtent, what is 

in Phraſe poſitively ſaid of them, is to be ſup- 

plied with as it were ; as in the aforeſaid Viſion 


of St. Peter, when it is ſaid Peter ſaw heaven open« 
ed, 


OIL INOY OO" TITS” 
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ed, and a ſhert deſcending, &c. it being not a thing 
really Be bur only by Reprelencarion, it is to 
be underſtood, That he, as it were, ſaw Heaven 
opened, 

2. In Viſſon things remote are repreſented a 
preſent, and the Viſionary has all the advanta 0h 
of ſight in things preſented to the Eye without 


' Ezck. 1. the aſe of ſight, or change of place. So Exekeel, 


” when a Captive in Chaldrea, had the ſtate of Jerus 


We (as it- was then in fa) ſer -before him; 


whicher he was brought in the viſions of God, and 
as evidently law all things that were at that time 
tranſacted in the Temple, as if he had been actu- 
ally there: And even the ſecret practices of the 
Elders and Prieſts in the moſt retired corners were 
at that diſtance exaQly repreſented to him; ſo 
that if he had been perſonally with them, they 


| had not been more viſible ro him. 


There he beheld the Idols pourtrayed on the 
wall; and the Seventy Men, or Sanbedrim, and 
Taazaniah their Head, in the midſt of chem, with 
every Man his Cenſer ia his hand, and all the par- 
eiculars as there deſcribed. 

3. [a Viſion, things future are as evidently re- 
preſented,as if they were preſent. Thus Saul when 
deprived of his Sight, ſaw in a Viſion Ananias co- 
ming in, and by Impoſition of hands reſtoring 

him 
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him to it; and by which means, as deſcribed to As 9. 
him before-hand, he as perfetly knew Ananias, '* 
when he came to fee, as if he had afore time 
been converſant with him, From whence we 
may obſerve : | 
(1.) That Viſton is Supernatural ; ſo in the 
Old Teſtament, Ezekiel laith, The hand of the Lord " —_ 
was won me. And in the New, St. John ſaith, Revel. 1, 
He was m the Spirit. — 
(2.) Thar it is Internal; when the Soul, tho' 
in the Body, yet for the preſent is as out of it, 
as to corporeal Senſations, and ſees, perceives, 
and underſtands nothing by the external organs. 
Thus it was, with St. Paul in his wonderful Rap- 
ture, when his Soul was in ſuch an abſtracted 
and elevated ſtate, that he himſelf could not 
tell, whether he was m the body or Out of the nes 
body. W— 
So that when the Name of Viſion is given in 
Scripture to this way of Divine Communication, 
it is not from any uſe made of corporeal ſight, 
or that it is entertaia'd with any external objects ; 
but becauſe of the clearneſs and evidence of it, 
and a conformity it therein bears to outward and 
corporeal Senle. 
By which it is diſtinguiſhed from external 


Repreſentations, (which were allo very trequeut 
in 
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in thoſe times of Revelation) of which there 
were two ſorts more eſpecially, viz. 
(1.) That which the Jews call the Shechinah, 
which was God's manifeſtation of himſelf in a 
viſible Glory and Majeſty, without any form, as 
he did to the: Patriarchs; and afterwards it was 
Gen. 1-.the token of his ſpecial reſidence among his 
1,&. people the Jews, called therefore his dwelling bes 
_ 50. tween the cherubinz. 
_ (2.) Another way of appearance was by An- 
gels, when they took upon them a humane form, 
by way of condeſcenſton to mankind, and for a 
freer converſation with them; and from which 
form and umbrage, the Scripture terms them 
Gen. 18. Men : bur, beſides what the Sequel of Scripture 
1». 1, andcommon Senſe ſhews,the Apoſtle hath taught 
Hebr,13.1s that they were Divine Meſſengers ſent imme- 
2. diately from God, upon eſpecial occaſions and 
Num:16. emergencies, But the Schechmah , called The 
42, &c. Glory of the Lord , was a Manifeſtation of the 
Divine Preſence, and not a Revelation; and the 
Angels were only Meſſengers of a Revelation : 
And ſo neither of them belong properly . to this 
place. 
2; Another way of Revelation was by Dreams. 
There is. ſo far an agreement between Viſion 
and. Dreams, that in both the external Senſes 
were 


da 
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were bound up, ſo that a Viſion may be called a 
ſupernatural Dream, and a Dream may be faid 
to be a natural Viſion ; and foin Job they ſeem 


to be taken for one and the ſame, God-ſpeaketh Job 33. 
in 4 dream, in a Viſion of the night, when deep ſleep "4 15+ 
falleth upon men, m ſlumbrings upon the bed. Bur © 


the Scripture otherwile uſually ſpeaks of chem as 
ewo diſtin&t ways of Revelation : So Nwn. 12.6. 
Tf there be a prophet among you, 1 the Lord will make 
my ſelf known to him in a viſion, and will ſpeak unto 
him in a dream. So Joel 2.28. And the dif- 
ference between them ſeems to be, 

(1.):That Viſion properly ſpeaking was gene- 
rally, it not always, when the Vifionary was 
awake, whether by night or day ; but Dreams 
( as the nature of the thing ſhews) were, when 
the external Senſes were aſleep; and Reaſon, as 
to its preſent operation, was bound up with 
them. 

(2.) Ina Viſion the whole was ſupernatural, 
without any humane prediſpoſition or concur- 


rence, as the Scripture-phrale: doth ſhew, ( as Revel, 
St. John was ſaid to bc carried in the ſpirit into the 17. 13+ 
wilderneſs, and a Trance is (aid to fall upon St. Pe- ag 
ter : ) But to dream, is a natural Motion of the 10. 


Spirits, and Diſpoſition of Body, which the Spi 
rit of God, or an Angel ( the uſual Miniſter 
C 2 ; em- 
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employ'd in ſuch conveyances) made uſe of ; 
both as the Mind was then in a ſtate of repoſe, 
and by the reſt of the Body relaxed from the 
buſineſs of the day; and alſo as what was ſug» 
geſted in that way, made a ſtronger impreſſion 
upon. the Mind, when not diverted by outward 
obj«<&s and occaſions, and that there was a ceſ- 
ſation from all external and ſenſible operations, 
For it ſeemed neceſſary ( naturally ſpeaking ) 
that in all Revelations there ſhould be a ſedate 
diſpoſition of Mind, and an abſtraRion from all 
other Conceptions ; and therefore it was either 
ſound ſo, as in Dreams, or made ſo by ſome 
Angelical and Divine Operation, as in a Viſion 
or Trance. In both the Senſes were therefore 
bound up ; but in a Viſion, by a ſupernatural 
Agency; in Sleep or Dreams, by the meer effect 
of Nature. 

And if it be asked, How then is there a Reves 
lation by Dream, when 'Revelation is ſuperna- 
tural, and a Dream natural ? 

I anſwer; Though it be as natural to dream 
as to ſleep, and a Dream is a Conſequent, if 
not a conſtant Concomitant of Sleep ; yet in 
this caſe ( which we are ſpeaking of) the Reve- 
lation or Dream was ſupernatural. As to think 
or ſpeak is natural to man; but 16 to think or 
_ i\ ſpeak 
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ſpeak as is above the capacity of the Agent, and 
what he of himſelf ceuld never have thoughe 
or ſpoken, ſhews that he is not ſo much an 
Agent as a Recipient, and the Inſtrument made 
ule of in the conveyance. Thus it was no more 
natural for Balaam ſeveral Ages before to foretel 
what the children of Iſrael ſhould do to the Moabites Numb. 
in the latter days, than it was for his Aſs to 24 14. 


ſpeak. 
So to dream is natural, but to dream of ſuch 


things then in doing, or of ſuch things to come 
as are altogether independent on the Body, nor 
by any methods of Nature or preſumptive Art 
to be knowa or foreſeen, is ſupernatural. Thus 
to dream was natural to Pharaoh, as to others; 
and his Dream of the Seven fat and lean Kine, 
might have paſs'd for the fruit of a noRuraal 
Imagination ; but by a Dream to be made un- 
derſtand, that there ſhould be ſucceſſively Seven 
years of great Plenty, and then Seven years of 
Famine, could proceed only from: a Divine Re: Gen. 42, 
velation. 

And this will further appear in the proceſs of 
this Diſcourſe, when I am to conſider the dif- 
ference becween what is Natural, and-what 1s 


4. Another 
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4. Another ſort of Revelation was by Voice, 
and that by way of immediate communication, 
or occaſional, The former of thele was 
vouchſafed to Abraham, and above all to.» 


Exod. ſes z to whom God is laid to have ſpoke face 
33-9111» tg. face, 4s 4 man ſpeaketh unto bis friend. 


By which He is diſtinguiſhed from all other 
Prophets, and preferr'd above them, as it is re» 
corded, Numb. 12. 6, 7, 8. If there be a prophet 
 amon? you, I the Lord will make my ſelf known unto 
him in a viſion, and will ſpeak unto him in a dream. 
My ſervant Moſes is not fo, &c. With him will 1 
beak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark 
ſpeeches, and the fimilitude of the Lord ſhall he be- 
bold. | | 

That Revelation to him was after the way of 
communication, open and clear, asa Friend con- 
verſes with a Friend; and whenever he had oc- 
caſion to know the mind of God, he went to the 
place where he might be ſure to meet him, that 
is, into the Tabernacle, and there he heard the 
voice of one ſpeaking unto him from between the two 
cherubims, Numb. 7. 89. 

Next to this, was the continuance of that 
Oracle among the Jews, to which the High- 
Prieſt repair'd in any difhculcies ; but how far 
the Divinity did communicate it ſelf in that 

Way, 


ck 


_ 
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way, the Scripture is not poſitive, We find 
that it was with-held in the time of Saul; for 
when he enquired of the Lord, *tis ſaid, The 


Lord anſwer'd him not, neither by dreams , nor by 1 Sam. 


Uri;n, nor by prophets, nor by any other way. 
There was another ſort of Voice, which was 


al:ogecher occaſional, and proceeded from the mag- 2 Per, 1. 


nificent Glory, in St. Peter's Phraſe; and was for '7: 
ſomc« particular diretion, as to Hagar, to Abra- 
ham, &c. or for teſtimony and fo = rving as 
was that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, when it was au- 
dibly proclaim'd from Heaven, This is my beloved 
Son in whom 1 am well-pleaſed. 

Thus far I have treated of the ſeveral ways 
of Revelation recorded in the Holy Scripture, 
and in which God ſpake in time paſt by the prophets. 
There was one more which the Jews of latter 
Ages [peak of, and would have continued, after 
the other were diſcontinued, called by them the 
Bath Col, or the Low PYoice ; and which afrer a 
ſort they conceive was to {upply the deficiency 
of the other ; but that is beſide my preſent pur- 

ole, having confined my {elf to Scripture alone. 

Where alſo we find nothing obſerv'd or allow'd 
of another way, which the Heatheniſh World 
abounded in, and by which chey thought the * 
ſucceſs and event of any deſign they had in hand 


might | 
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might be learned, and thar was Divination. 


'Ezek.21, 
21, 


Whea by the Air or Earth, the flight or feeding 
of Birds, the Entrails of Beaſts, ec. they might 
judge of the way they were to take, or the evenc 
of their proceedings, as did the King of Babylon. 
A Pretence fooliſh enough, and which we can 
make no better a uſe of, than to obſerve how 
deſirous the World has always been of a Reve- 
lation, how lenſible of the need of a further 
direQion, than what mere Nature or Reaſon did 


dictate; and withal, how fooliſh Mankind was 


under the want of it. For how can it be ſup- 
pos'd that Futurities ſhould be dependent upon 
ſuch ſorry Accidents, or that the Divinity ſhould 
thus reveal ic ſelf? Therefore it is no wonder 
to find the true Revelation ſo filent as to theſe, 
ludicrous matters ; and if. we had there found 
fuch an Order of Men eſtabliſhed by that, as 
were the Augurs, Haruſpices, and Extiſpices among 
the Heathens , and ſuch Rules as thoſe had for 
ro guido them in their obſervations in that 
ſenſleſs Art ; it would be a better Argument 
againſt the Authority of ſuch a Revelation, than 
ever yet has been or can be advanced againſt it 
by its greateſt -Enemies. No! theſe are juſtly 
reckon'd among the Abominatigns of the Hea- 
then, and forbidden to the Jews, viz. There ſhall 

bi not 
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not be found among you any one, &c. that uſeth div; Deut.18: 
nation, or an obſerver of times, or an inchanter, or a © _ 
charmer, or a conſulter with a familiar ſpirit ; for all 

that do theſe things, are an abomination unto the 

Lord. 

But now granting that the Deity did make 
known and communicate his Will in the ways \ 
before ſpoken of, of aſpiration, Viſion, Dreams \ 
and Voices ; yet there remainsa great difficulty 
behind, and that is, How we may be fatisfied 
about the truth and certainty of ſuch a Revela- 
tion ? And that becaule as there are Supernatural 
Viſions, Voices and Dreams, ſo there are Natu- 
ral ; as Divine, ſo Humane as Real, fo Imagi- 
nary on one hand, and Pretence on-the other : 
And therefore how ſhall we diſtinguiſh the Su- 
pernatural, from the Natural; the Divine, from 
the Humane ; the Real, from the [maginary and 
Pretended 2 And how know we, but that what 
we call a Divine Inſpiration, Viſion, Dream and 
Voice, may be Natural and Humane, may be 
Imaginary , Enthuſiaſtical and Suppoſicitious ? 
Thar perſons may lay as thole, Jer. 27. 25. Thave 
dreamed, I have dreamed ; and yer it be a Yiſion of 
their own heart. Or that there may be a lying ſpi- 
rit in the mouth of the prophets, as Micaiah (aid of 


thoſe in his time, 1 Kings 22. 22, 
D This 


f 
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© © . This brings to the ſecond : 
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2. To conſider the difference between Divine 
Communications, Natural Impreſtons, and Dia- 
bolical Illuſions ; whether by Inſpiration or Vi- 
fion, Dreams or Voices. rs, 

In the reſolution of which Caſe, it is not my 
deſign tro diſcourſe'nicely, after a philoſophical 
manner ; as about the force of Imagination, and 
the influence inviſtble Agents have upon Man- 
kind ; for that is to go a great way about, with- 
out coming nearer the Point:than when we firſt 
ſer out ; and is'not to bedone, withourknowing 
what we pretend not to know. 

[ don't queſtion but that if we had an imme- 
diate Intuinon into+the ſtate,of the Mind, or 
the operations upon it', we- might diſcern as 
plain a difference berween Temper and Inſpira- 
tion, Impoſture and Revelation, as betweea day 
and night ;-or: as there is berween an Angel.of 
light, and an Angel of darkneſs, to ſuch as are 
in the inviſible ſtare. 

But'theſe things are alike unknown to us; 
only this we may ſay, That Divine Inſpiration 
is diſcover'd as Light, by it (elf; and which the 
perſon divinely moved and illuminated is as 
much aſſured of, as he is of the exiſtence of any 
2 thing 
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thing in being, or the truth of any Propoſicion, 


as has been before ſaid. And when the Divine Scrm. 3. 
Power operates, it hath ſo much the Aſcendant® 7: 


over the natural temper, that it lays a perſon ] 
under an uncontroulable neceflity of obeying 5. 


the Di&tates of it, asit was with the Prophets of Ez 2 


old. 
But if it be ſaid, Don't we ſee Enthuſtaſtical 


Perſons as confident of their [maginary Inſpira- 
tions and Viſions, and look upon themſelves as 
much obliged to follow them, as thole that are 
truly Inſpired do:to obey what is Divine 2: 

I anſwer, Be ir ſo; yet this is of it ſelf -no 
Argument againſt the truth and certainty of Re- 
velation, and of Revelation in thoſe ways. Is it 
any Argument againſt the certainty of: Senſe, 
that it is often deceived and impoſed upon ? Or 
againſt Truth, that there are Errors and everlaſt- 
ing Diſputes among Mankind ? And. becauſe there 
are, are weall obliged to be Sceprticks ; and may 
we be politive that there is no Truth nor Certain- 
ty in the World ; and that no man can be ſure 
he ſees, or hears, or knows, or lives? And be- 
cauſe there are or have been deluded and brain- 
fick perſons, are therefore none wiſe, or in their 


Wits ? 
D 2 | And 


— 
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And are. all Inſpired Perſons no-more to be 
credited than if they. were Lunaticks 2 Or don't 
they know themſelves to be any more Inſpired, 
than thoſe that are agitated by the power of a 
wild Imagination ? Confidence in Imaginary [n+ 
ſpirations may. be grear; but the Perception, and 
ſo the Aſſurance cannot be alike to what is 
real. But tho' the Deity can ſo communicate 
ie ſelf, as that the Perſon inſpired ſhall know 
moſt certaialy, it is from God, and from him 
alone ; and ſo there is noablolute neceſſity of any 
farther evidence to him, no-more than there is of 
Light to give evidence to Light: yet that there 
might nothing be wanting for the further fari(- 
faction of ſuch as had a Revelation, there was 
often added ſome ſign, or ſupernatural proof. 
So when Gideon had ſome doubt of what the 


Angel ſaid, ( when he knew not: what he was ) 


and was timerous, when requird to goon a dit- 
ficulc Enterprize ; he was confirmed, by the Fire 


Judg, 6. out of the Rock that conſumed the Fleſh ; and 


21, 37+ 
T13,14- 


by the Fleece; and the Soldier's Dream, and the 
laterpretation of it. 

And [Moſes was convinced not only of his 
own Miffion from God, bur of the acceptance 
ard authority he ſhould upon it have with the 
People, when the Rod in his hand was turned 

into 


ON TW II TA VE 


—. 


The ſeveral Ways of Revelation. 25 EF 


T—— 


inro-a Serpent ;- and his Hand, by putting it into Excd. 4. 
his bolom, was'made leprous; and cured again ww 
in a moment, by taking it our. 

A courle altogether neceſlary, for the ſatif- 
faction of others, ( as has been before obſerved) Serm. 3. 
and which may reaſonably be demanded. *For ®: *?- 
if a Perſon ſhall come, under the pretence of a 
Revelation, with a Meſſage to others, and require 
them, as they render their Salvation, to receive 
it, and to ſubmit to it, without ſuch Certificates 
as ſhall give Authority to it; it is like one thac 
ſhall cake on him the Style and Chara&ter of an 
Ambaſtidor , without any Credentials to give 
him Authority , and deſerves no better accept- 
ance, Let then a Moſes come with a Meſſage 
to Pharaoh. in the Name of God, and require 
him ro obey ir; that Prince might reaſonably 
expect a farther confirmation than his word, and 
ir muſt be ſomewhat truly great and greater £x94- 5: 
than what was done by his Magicians ,. that * 
ſhould determine him to a belief of ir. 

Let Elijab confront Ahab, and the Prieſts of 
Baal, and they diſpute his Miſſion and Authoriry; _ 
he appeals to the Supreme Authority to decider, | hp 
The God that anſwereth by fire, let him be God. 

Let a lying ſpirit be put in the mouth of the 


other Prophets in oppoſition unto X4icaiab,, tha 
Pro- 


— 
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Prophet, for the Conviction of all; leaves ir to 
the event, ſaying unto 4hab, If thou return at all 
1 Kings in peace, tle Lord hath not ſpoken by me. And he 

22+ 28, {ajd, Hearken, O people, every one of you, 
_ By this means, that is, by Predictions and 
Miracles, a Prophet may be known to be a Pro- 
het, and an Inſpiration to be an Inſpiration ; 
and by thele Chara&ters may we be able to judge 
of both ; as tothe Authority of the Miſſion, and 
the Truth of che Inſpiration. - Where the Evi- 
dence was neceſſary, there was never wanting 
one or both of theſe. And though 7obn did no 
Miracle, yet he had the Spiric of Prophecy , 
Joh. 10. the People acknowledged, for ſaid they, All things 
ver 41- Tohn ſpake of this man | Jeſus | wire true. There may, 
tis likely, be Inſpiracion where there is neither 
of theſe, nor the like Evidences; but there isno 
obligation on others to believe it , without the 
Evidence be ſufficient; (for ſuch as the Evidence 
is, ſuch is the Obligation) but the Evidence is 
not ſufficient which reſts ſolely on Humane Au- 
thority, and has nothing but the bare word and 
affirmation of the Pretender, to prove it. To 
Joh. 5. this purpoſe, ſaich our Saviour, 1f I bear witneſs 
31, 3%. of my ſelf, my witneſs is not true------ The works that 
I do, bear witneſs of me. So that Inlpiration is, 
as to others, no Inſpiration, till it be proyed: 
[c 


edt 
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It may, for.ought appears.to che contrary, be no 
other than Deluſion, or Impoſture. - Let there: 
tore the. lmagination be never ſo ſtrong, the Con- 
fidence never ſo.great, the Intent never {o good ; 
| the Quelition is, Whence is this, , what Evidence 
doth the Peiſon bring of his Miſſion from God ? 
upon what doth it reſt? iato. what is it reſolved 
What doth he produce more than what may be 
the fruit of Imagination ? It may all be a fit of 
Enthuſtaſm. So that it a Perſon will pretend ta 
immediate Inſpiration, (were it an Age for it) 
and much more, pretend to it after Inſpiration 
has ceaſed ; he.muſt be able to fortify ic by ſuch 
Evidence as can come from none but him from 
whom the Inſpiration came, if it be Divine. 

So much for aſpiration, in oppoſition to Na- 
tural Impreſſions and Diabolical Ulufons; and 
which may (erve as a general Anſwer to the other 
particular liſtances that remain, 

Thus ic was in Viſtons; which as to the Vi- 
ſionaries was with that Evidence, as could leave 
no manner of doubt of what was therein repre- 
ſented. So Micaiah deſcribes his Viſton. ;. 1 ſaw : Kings 
the Loxd fitting on his throne, and all the boſt of hea- ** '® 
ven ſtanding by hin, on his right hand, and on his left, 
And the Lord ſaid, Who-ſhall perſuade Ahab, that he may 
20 up and. fall at Ramath-Gilead? &c. And by this 
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as he himſelf did abide, ſo-the Event verified it, 
verſ. 34. | 

The ſame is to be ſaid as to Dreams, which had 
ſuch a peculiar ſtroke upon the Imagination, that 
the Divine had a different effe& upon the Perſon 

Gen. 20. from what was Natural ; and therefore Abimelech, 

3, before he had. expoſtulated the Caſe with Abra- 
ham., communicated his Dream to his Family, 
from the confidence he had in himſelf of the 
truth of it. 

And eſpecially has this a ſufticient Evidence as 
to others. | | 

1. When ſuch things are therein diſcoverd, 
which they had before no knowledge of ; as 
was the Caſe of Abimelech. | 

Or 2, Which were ſo remote in Place, or 
Time, as none could poſlibly reveal, but by a 
Divine Communication. 

Or 3. When the Interpretation was quite dif- 
ferent from the Dream, nor was without that 
Interpretation to be underſtood. This was the | 
Caſe of Pharaoh, about the ſeven fat and lean kine, 
&c.. Gen. 41: 38. Of Nebuchadnezzar, about his 
own Transformation and Depoſition, Dan. 4.19. 
and that of the Midjanitiſh Soldier, Judg.7.13,14. 

Where if we grant that:the ;Dreams, as to 
the matter, might have been the effect of a rol- 

ling 
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liag Imagination, ( as Pharaob's Kine, Nebuchad- 
nezz.n's Tree, and. the Soldier's Cake ) yet how 
the teven Kine [ſhould provea Prediction of ſeven 
Years Plenty and Famine ; or the felling of the 
Tree be an Emblem of Nebucha lnezzar s dechro- 
nization ; or that a Cake of Bread tumbling in- 
to the Holt, and overturning a Tent, ſhould pre- 
ſignify the Sword, and Succeſs of Gideon , and that 
into bis hand God would deliver the hoſt of Midian ; was 
utterly unaccountable , if it were not as Joſeph 


ſaid to Pharaoh, that God himſelf thereby ſhewed what * 


he was about to ds, and that it came from him who 
is a Revedler of Secrets, as Nebuchadnezzar acknow- 
ledged, | 

Laſtly, The like may be ſaid of a Revelation 
by Voice, which, if internal, is the ſame with 
a Dream or Viſion, as going along with it; and 
ſo has the ſame lort of evidence. If external, ir is 
its own evidence ; as was that from Heaven, to 


give teſtimony to our Saviour. Or it was by way Mat- 3: 
of Oracle; and then the Authority of the Voi- 


ces was juſtified by the numerous Preditions ; 
the deſign they appwencly promored of encou- 
raging the good, of admoniſhing and reform- 
ing the bad ; and mall, of promoting Vertue and 
true Religion in the world; and to whoſe veracity 
furure Ages have givea Teſtimony, by ſucable 

E Events, 
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Events. Whereas 'thoſe of the Heathens were 
very ſuſpic'ous and doubtful, and often detected 
ro be only Forgery and a Conſpiracy ; and dil- 
owned at that time (when in vulgar eſtimation) 
by the wiſelt among themlclves; and the repu- 
ration of which art laſt as well utterly fell, as the 
pretence to them did, 

So that were the Caſe to be put upon this iſſue, 
and to be decided by the meaſures before laid 
down, we may ſafely venture the whole Cauſe of 
Revelation upon it; when there is nothing want- 
ing, that can reaſonably be delired, toward the 
juſtification of its veracity ; and that there is no 
manner of pretence for applying the ſame terms 
of evidence and fincerity to Imagination, as to In- 
firation; or to Impoſture, (whether Enthuſtaſtts 
cal or Diabolical ) as is to Revelation. 

For when was it known, that Imagination or 
Nature did\eyer empower perſons to ſpeak all 
Languages, and to diſcourſe readily at once with 
the Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, &c. in their 
ſeveral Tongues 2 When did Imagination or Na- 
ture enable perſons, without any skill,to cure Diſ- 
eaſes, naturally incurable ; and ſuch as had no 
Humane Learning , to talk like Philoſophers of 
the ſublimeſt Arguments, and with as much free- 
dom as they uſed the Speech of the Foreign Nas 
tons they inſtructed ? Furs 
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Fur:her, What Imagination, or Nature, or Art, 
cou'd infpirit Mofjes with fuch a ſupernatural 
Power, as to turn his Rod into a Serpent, and to 
devour thoſe of the Magicians ; and by a [{troke 
of it to fetch water out of the Rock, and op the 
mighty Current of the Sea ? 

What Imagination could form ſuch [dea's in 
the minds of a Pharath and Nebuchadnezzar , or 
inſpire a Joſeph and a Daniel to give ſuch an [n- 
terpreration of them, as juſtified it ſelf co be true 
by a correſpondent Event ? 

When did Imagination give life to a Fly, or 
do the leaſt Act out of- it felt > When did that, or 
Nature, or Impoſture, raiſe the dead, with Eliſha, 
call for Fire from Heaven with Elyah, or forecel 
what ſhall happen a hundred or a thouſand years 
after, or fo much as what a Perlon ſhall think 
to morrow > Here we may challenge all the 
Magicians of a Pharaoh and a Nebuchadnezzar, 
all the Men of Art and Science, all the Enthu- 
fialts and Impoſtors in the World, to talk as the 
Perſons [nſpired did talk, to do as they did, and 
to produce thoſe Teſtimonies as thoſe upon oc- 
calion produced in their own juſtification, and 
for the confirmation of their Miſſion from 


God, 
From all which we fee what evidence we 


hays -- 
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have for the Truth of our Revelation, by the 
various ways of its manifeſtation. If we hag 
ſuch Inſpirations, ſuch Vifions of things future 
and remote, exc. what evidence could we deſire 
more to atteſt and bear witneſs ro what we 
are to believe and receive? And what Ablur- 
Cities Mult we be caſt upon, if we would veature 
ro call thoſe matters of Fact in queſtion, which 
though peculiar to cole times, loſe not their evi- 
dence and force becauſe they are nor in ours, nor 


have been for ſeveral Ages, nor areto be in the 
'Chriftian Church ? 


However, there are thoſe manifeſtations of the Divine 
Preſence and Power, which we are all capable of, and 
may obtain by Prayer to God ; and which ſhall be more 
beneficial to us, than if we our ſelves could work Mi- 
Tacles, and were the Inſpired Perſons to whom God did 
thus make known himlelf, as he did i» r:me paſt ro the 
Prophets; and thoſe are the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his 
Holy Spirit, and the doing his Will : Qualifications that 
will render us more acceptable to him, and make us 
more capable of his favour, and all the advantages of ir 
in this world, and that to come, than if we could divide 
[the Sea with Moſes, or ſtop the Sun in its courſe with 
Jeſbus, or raile the dead with E/ſhs, For then, though 
without thoſe miraculous Donations, we may be recei- 
ved with a Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 
aum prepared for you frem the foundation of the world, 

Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant to us all, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lo1d. Amen, 
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